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6.  Arbitrary Rule of the Stuarts,   The Stuarts ruled the country
arbitrarily and unconstitutionally* imposed taxes without the sanction
of the Parliament, and imprisoned persons without proper trial   They
did not care for the law of the land and ruled according to their own
sweet will.   They exerted their own will in all matters and paid no
heed to the views and wishes of the people and the Parliament.

7.  Illegal Claims of the Stuarts.   They raised money by illegal
means like monopolies, benevolences, forced  loans,  sale  of offices,
titles, etc.   They said with an air of pride that the ministers and the
judges were their servants and they must carry out their will.   The
ministers and judges could not act freely for they were mere tools in
the hands of the Stuart Kings.   They claimed the use of suspending
and dispensing powers and thus they tried to put out of operation the
laws that had been passed by the Parliament.   They exacted illegal
customs and excise.

8.  James's claim that his Proclamations had the Force of Laws.
James asserted that his proclamations were as forceful and legal as the
laws passed by the Parliament.   He said that if a person flouted his
proclamation he flouted (disobeyed) the law of  the  land  and  was
therefore as much liable to punishment as if he violated the law of
the country.   Those who disobeyed his   proclamation   were  heavily
fined.

9.  Weak Foreign Policy.   The Stuarts followed a weak foreign
policy to which their Parliaments did not agree.   They   wanted   to
play into the hands of the French Kings and side with the Catholic
powers, Spain or France, which their Parliaments thought to be most
humiliating.   They were the national enemies of England. Generally
they  refused to have friendly relations with the Protestant powers
of Europe.   James I wanted peace with Spain and also marry his-
son Charles to a Spanish princess but all this was against the wishes
of the people.   The Parliament disagreed with Charles's foreign po-
licy and later distrusted the King and Queen's intrigues with the for-
eign powers.   It must be confessed that the foreign policy of England
during the first half of the seventeenth century was both inglorious
and ineffective and reflected discredit on the country.

The differences about the foreign  policy  created  great  friction
between the Parliament and the Stuarts.

10.  Rise of a Powerful Class.     The middle class had not as yet
risen politically and so they had not taken any active part in the affairs
of the State.   But the  Renaissance,  the  Reformation  and   several
other influences led to political awakening among the people.   Till
the end of the fifteenth century, the nobles were the leaders of the
people; during the Tudor period and especially in. the Stuart period
the place of the nobles was taken by Jhe middle class, i.e., the coun-
try squires, the merchants and the lawyers,   'The battle of English
liberty in the seventeenth century was fought, not so much by the
nobles as by the people, as by the squire, the merchant and the law-
yer; these were the classes which had developed in Tudor times and it
was from these classes that the members of the House of Commons